WHAT DOES JOINT LEGAL CUSTODY MEAN?


Many parents often ask, “What does joint legal custody mean?” Joint Legal custody is defined as follows:

1. Each parent will foster, encourage, and support the relationship between the minor child and the other parent. 

2. Each parent will be entitled to have complete access to the minor child’s medical, psychological, school, religious or other pertinent records of the child. 

3. Each parent will advise the other parent promptly of any illness, emergency, or other significant events concerning the minor child, including school or health problems, if any of which the parent becomes aware.

4. The parents will consult together, BEFORE any decisions are made, concerning major decisions involving the health, education, religion and welfare of the minor child. Each parent will have the full right to seek a second opinion regarding these major decisions.

5. The parents will use their best efforts to work together to insure consistency in agreement of matters affecting the upbringing of the minor child and to work together to promote the best interest of the minor child.

6. Each parent will have full rights to receive and authorize the release of information regarding the minor child from the minor child’s school, mental or physical health care provider of any source.

7. The parents will each be entitled to be informed of all parent/teacher conferences and all other activities, including sports, and/or school programs in which the child and the parents are invited to attend.

8. Both parents shall be placed on the “To Call/Contact List” at the school office where the child attends school in case of an emergency. 

9. Both parents shall each be entitled to receive copies of the minor child’s report cards, medical records, school testing records and current school photographs.

10. Each parent shall have the full right to make routine and emergency decisions regarding the minor child when the child is with that parent. He/she will immediately notify the other parent as soon as reasonably possible of the results of any emergency situations. 

11. Each parent shall keep the other parent informed of their whereabouts, (i.e. family vacations or when they are going to be away from home for long periods of time), in the event of an emergency. This is including, but not limited to their present address, telephone number and any other emergency number where the parent can be reached. 

